
Proposal
Raise Awareness About Secure Firearm 

Storage and MA Secure Storage Laws to 
Reduce Preventable Gun Violence

1It’s up to all of us to protect our kids



Massachusetts is not immune

2Melancholy by Albert Gyorgy

● School shootings
● Suicides by firearm
● Unintentional shootings

There are things schools can do



Overview

• What is Gun Violence?

• Firearm Sales in 2020 – An Unprecedented Surge

• Statistics and Trends That Can Impact Schools

• Why Schools Should Get Involved in Raising Awareness

• Keeping Schools Safe Report and Be SMART Program

• Adopting Secure Firearm Storage Notification Policy

• Resources and Examples



What is Gun Violence?

• Firearm-related deaths: suicides, homicides, unintentional shootings, 

other causes

• Firearm-related injuries

• Firearm threats

• Witnessing gun violence



Firearms Sales Surged in 2020

• Americans legally purchased 22.8 million firearms in 2020 – a 64% 
increase over the year before1 and by far the highest on record.

• 8.5 million people were first-time buyers.2

• In MA, from 2020-2021, 276,000 firearms were purchased, a 57% 
increase compared to 2019.3

• More than ½ of gun owners do not store all of their firearms securely.4
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   THE NUMBERS

     1   CDC. Underlying Cause of Death. 

children under the age of 18              
are killed with guns in the US           

every year – an average                          
of 5 children every day 1

1,800
More than
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THE NUMBERS

8



9



10



11



Suicide Facts
The suicide rate among young people is at a record high, with alarming increases every year since 2007:

● The suicide rate for children ages 10-14 has nearly tripled.1 
● 10-24 year-olds have the fastest-growing firearm suicide rates of any age group over the past 

decade. 1 
● This trend has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.1 

Firearm suicide makes up nearly half of suicides among young people.2

Reducing unsupervised, unauthorized access by youth to firearms can significantly reduce risk.3



Unintentional (negligent) Shootings by Children

Nationwide, there were at least 392 unintentional shootings by 
minors in 20211 – a 39% increase in unintentional shooting 

deaths by children compared to 2019. 

Most unintentional gun deaths among children:

● Occur in or around the home (own home, relative’s or friend’s home)

● Involve guns that are loaded and accessible

● Occur when children or teens play with or handle the gun



Local stories
ABINGTON, MA – 8/31/2016: INJURY - While visiting a 

friend's home, an 11-year-old boy found a handgun that 

belonged to his friend's parent and discharged it while 

playing with it, hitting his 11-year-old friend in the head. 

SPRINGFIELD, MA – 4/7/2016: DEATH - While 

playing with a handgun in his home, a 17-year-old 

boy unintentionally discharged the gun, hitting his 

15-year-old girlfriend in the head. She was taken to 

a local hospital and died the following morning. 

YARMOUTHPORT, MA – 12/23/2016: INJURY – A 

3-year old girl found her father’s handgun on a 
bedside table and discharged it, hitting herself in the 

hand. She was treated for non-life- threatening 

injuries. 

EAST TAUNTON, MA – 10/9/2017: INJURY – A 13-year old boy shot a 12-year old boy in the arm in connection with an incident of Facebook bullying. He used a 22 long rifle he removed from his mother’s locked gun safe in her home. The bullet exited the victim’s arm and lodged in his left rib cage.

HOLYOKE, MA – 12/7/2019: 5-year old boy brings 

loaded gun to school. The boy got the gun from 

his grandfather’s house while visiting with his 

mother before school. No one was injured.
BROCKTON, MA – 10/8/2021:  A Brockton high school 

student was arrested after bringing a firearm to 

school. It generated an hours’ long lockdown and 

enhanced security measures at the school. 
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Key Takeaway

When firearms are not securely stored in homes and vehicles of family, 
relatives, and friends, the risk of tragedies occurring due to 
unsupervised youth gaining access to unsecured firearms increases:

● Youth suicides
● Unintentional shootings 
● School shootings
● Potentially some homicides 



Multiple Causes, Multiple Solutions
There is no one solution to reducing gun violence.

There are MANY evidence-based solutions. Raising public awareness 
about secure firearm storage is one of the solutions.

Secure storage practices are promoted by the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, the National Shooting Sports Foundation, National PTA, and 
many other organizations.

Secure storage practices are codified in our MA State laws.



Schools Can Play an Important Role

Individuals and community organizations can help prevent gun violence
● Law enforcement, judges, legislators, caregivers, family resource organizations, faith 

communities, medical providers, suicide prevention organizations, GVP advocates, 
responsible gun owners and dealers, and schools

Why should schools raise awareness?
● Schools are in a unique position to raise awareness through their broad outreach.
● Schools are in touch with students’ behaviors and mental health.
● The majority of school shooters are either current or former students of the school.1
● Schools have a responsibility to implement ways to prevent school shootings and other 

preventable gun violence tragedies.
● Schools have a vested interest in preventing gun violence, as stress related to gun 

violence affects student performance and well-being.

everyone in the community has a role to play



“Keeping Our Schools Safe – 
A Plan to Stop Mass Shootings and 

End Gun Violence in America’s Schools”

A collaboration of:

Everytown for Gun Safety,
 National Education Association (NEA), and 

American Federation of Teachers (AFT)

January 2021 - Updated Aug. 20221
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 Secure Storage Notification Policies in Schools

Nearly 3 million K-12 students nationwide now attend schools with firearm 
storage awareness policies in place. (ET Report Aug. 2022)

Resolutions have been passed in at least 56 school districts in 15 states:
AZ, CA, CO, IL, GA, MI, MA, MO, NJ, OR, RI, SC, TX, VT, WI

Be SMART materials have been sent to families, in virtual backpacks or on 
school district websites in 21 states: AZ, AK, CA, CO, FL, IL, KS, KY, MA, 
MD, MI, MO, NJ, OH, OR, PA, TN, TX, VA, WA, WI
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Proactive, evidence-based, cost-free, promote a simple message, empower the public, 
AND no extra work for teachers!



Why Adopt a Secure Storage Notification Resolution?

● MA schools have already undertaken measures to increase student safety. 
○ They inform their communities about threats and/or relevant gun 

violence-related issues.
○ Some schools have implemented threat assessment programs, hardened 

physical infrastructure, adopted Sandy Hook Promise ‘Know the Signs’ 
programs, ALICE training, etc. 

● Schools should also proactively raise awareness. 

● Schools care about, and have a vested interest in all aspects of student 
safety. Raising awareness about the life-saving effects of secure firearm 
storage should be included in school safety messaging. 21



What does a Secure Storage Notification Resolution 
Resolve To Do?

● Resolve, That the Board directs the Superintendent and staff to inform parents, 
guardians and the school community of the importance and life-saving effects of 
secure firearm storage and their legal obligations per current MA safe storage law to 
protect minors from accessing unsecured firearms. 

● Resolve, That the Board and the Superintendent will continue to work with local law 
enforcement, health agencies and nonprofits to collaborate and increase efforts to 
inform District parents of their obligations regarding secure storage of firearms in 
their homes. 
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Promoting secure firearm storage in the school community = Increased student safety



The ASK

Adopt a Secure Storage 
Notification Resolution, including 

Be SMART programming
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Notifying the School Community

As soon as possible and annually (e.g. in registration materials)

Notification methods (at school district’s discretion), such as:
• Direct communication to parents (Letter, email), which may require a 

signature to acknowledge their awareness
• Student Handbook update 
• Superintendent’s Newsletter
• School website and social media outreach
• Press release
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Broader Awareness-Raising Approaches

● Educational programming for 
parents and staff

○ Be SMART program 
○ Suicide awareness and 

prevention 
○ MA secure storage laws

● Educational programming for 
students

○ Consider the Sandy Hook 
Promise ‘Know the Signs’ 
program 
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● School Safety Focus
○ School Safety Fair 
○ School Safety Symposium 
○ School Safety Newsletter

● Send Be SMART materials home 
○ to families; 
○ publicize besmartforkids.org

● Raising awareness 
○ School health forms



The Plymouth, MA School District 
• Passed a resolution in May 2021

• Serves 7,400 students.

• Emailed parents / school community to notify them of the critical and life-saving effects of secure 
firearm storage. (https://www.smore.com/wxtun)

• Posted the parent email on their website. (https://www.plymouth.k12.ma.us/Page/4318)

• Invited us to participate at their School District Health and Safety Fair, with several other organizations 
focused on family, child, and youth safety

• We presented the Be SMART Program to their staff on Teacher Development Day, and also to their 
Wellness Committee

2021-2022 School Year
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Available Resources for Adopting Secure 
Storage Notification Resolutions

● Model MA Resolution
● Sample Resolutions
● Model MA Parent Notification 

Letter
● Sample School Superintendent 

Newsletters
● Updated data: gun violence 

related to unsecure firearm 
storage
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● Handouts 
o Secure Storage Notification 

Resolutions
o Resources for Schools
o Examples of School District 

Outreach
o School Safety and Secure Firearm 

Storage
o Be SMART Program Overview
o Others 



29
contact us - SecureStorageSchools.ma@gmail.com

It’s up to all of us to protect our kids


